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I behold a new and wondrous 
mystery. My ears resound to the 
Shepherds' song, piping no soft 
melody, but chanting full forth a 
heavenly hymn. The Angels 
sing. The Archangels blend their 
voice in harmony. The Cherubim 
hymn their joyful praise. The 
Seraphim exalt His glory. All 
join to praise this holy feast, 
beholding the Godhead here on 
earth, and man in heaven. He 
Who is above, now for our 
redemption dwells here below; 
and he that was lowly is by 
divine mercy raised.  
Bethlehem this day resembles 
heaven; hearing from the stars 
the singing of angelic voices; and 
in place of the sun, enfolds 
within itself on every side, the 
Sun of Justice. And ask now 
how; for where God wills, the 
order of nature yields. For He 
willed, He had the power, He 
descended, He redeemed; all 
things move in obedience to 
God.  
"But what shall I say? What shall 

I utter? *Behold an infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger. Mary is 
present, who is both Virgin and 
Mother, Joseph is present, who is 
called father. He is called 
husband, she is called wife. The 
names indeed are lawful, but 
there is no other bond. We speak 
here of words, not of things. He 
was espoused to her, but the 
Most High overshadowed her. 
Hence, Joseph, doubting, knew 
not what to call the Infant. He 
would not dare to say that It was 
conceived in adultery; he could 
not speak harshly against the 
Virgin; he shrank from calling 
the Child his own. He knew well 
that here was something 
unknown to him; how or 
whence was this Child born? 
And being anxious because of 
this, there came to him a 
message, by the voice of an 
angel, which said: *Fear not to 
take unto thee Mary thy wife, for 
that which is conceived in her, is 
of the Holy Spirit."  

MORE ON THE NATIVITY BY 
SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
I behold a new and wondrous 
mystery. My ears resound to the 
Shepherd's song, piping no soft 
melody but chanting forth a full 
heavenly hymn. The Angels 
sing. The Archangels blend their 
voice in harmony. The 
Cherubim hymn their joyful 
praise. The Seraphim exalt His 
glory. All join to praise this holy 
feast, beholding the Godhead 
here on earth, and man in 
heaven. He Who is above, now 
for our redemption dwells here 
below; and he that was lowly is 
by divine mercy raised.  
Bethlehem this day resembles 
heaven; hearing from the starts 
the singing of angelic voices; 
and in the place of the sun, 
enfolds within itself on every 
side, the Sun of Justice. And ask 
not how: for where God wills, 
the order of nature yields. For 
He willed, He had the power, 
He descended, He redeemed; all 
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things move in obedience to God. This day He 
Who Is, is Born' and He Who Is, becomes what He 
Was Not. For when He was God, He became man; 
yet not departing from the Godhead that is His. 
Nor yet by any loss of divinity became He man, 
nor through increase became He God from man; 
but being the Word, He became Flesh, His nature 
because of impassability, remaining unchanged.  
"This day, He Who was ineffably Begotten of the 
Father, was for me born of the Virgin: in a way 
no tongue can tell. Begotten according to His 
nature before all ages from the Father; in what 
manner He knows Who has begotten Him; born 
again this day from the Virgin, above the order 
of nature, in what manner knows the power of 
the Holy Spirit. And His heavenly generation is 
true, and His generation here on earth is true. As 
God He is truly begotten of God; so also as man 
is He truly born from the Virgin. In heaven He 
alone is the Only-Begotten of the unique Virgin.  
Though I know that a Virgin this day gave birth, 
and I believe that God was begotten before all 
time, yet the manner of this generation I have 
learned to venerate in silence, and I accept that 
this is not to be probed too curiously with wordy 
speech. For with God we look not for the order 
of nature, but rest our faith in the power of Him 
Who Works.  
And what shall I say? And how shall I describe 
this Birth to you? For this wonder fills me with 
astonishment. The Ancient of Days has become 
an infant.  
He has decreed that ignominy shall become 
honor, infamy be clothed with glory, and total 
humiliation the measure of His Goodness. For 
this, he assumed my body, that I may become 
capable of his Word; taking my flesh, He gives 
me His Spirit; and so He bestowing, and I 
receiving, He prepares for me the treasure of 
Life. He takes my flesh, to sanctify me. He gives 
me His Spirit, that He may save me.  
Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Come and 
we shall commemorate the solemn festival. It is a 
strange manner of celebrating a festival; but truly 
wondrous is the whole chronicle of the Nativity. 
For this day the ancient slavery is broken, 
paradise is unlocked, the curse is taken away, sin 

is removed from us, error driven out, truth has 
been brought back, the speech of kindliness 
diffused, and spreads on every side, a heavenly 
way of life has been implanted on the earth, 
angels communicate with men without fear, and 
men now hold speech with angels.  
Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and 
man in heaven; on every side all things 
commingle. He has come on earth, while being 
Whole in heaven; and while complete in heaven, 
He is without diminution on earth. Though He 
was God, He became Man; not denying Himself to 
be God. Though being the impassable Word, He 
became flesh; that He might dwell among us, he 
became flesh, He did not become God, He was 
God. Wherefore He became flesh so that He 
Whom heaven did not contain, a manger would 
this day receive. He was placed in a manger so 
that He, by Whom all things are nourished, may 
receive an infant's food from His Virgin Mother. 
So, the Father of all ages, as an infant at the breast, 
nestles in the virginal arms, that the Magi may 
more easily see Him. Since this day the Magi too 
have come, and made a beginning of withstanding 
tyranny; the heavens give glory, as the Lord is 
revealed by a star.  
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This year's Christmas Play was  
called "The Legend of the Three Trees". It 
was directed by Katherine Baine, with the 
help of Hanna Saigh, Julianne Pfeiffer, 
Alisha Solheim and Melissa Rayyan. 
 
The children worked very hard and did a 
fabulous job. On behalf of everyone 
involved, I wanted to thank all of our fellow 
parishioners who came and saw our 
performance!  
 
 
Rachel Sheriff  
Sunday School Director 

Our Christmas Play  
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New Faces - Welcome 

Josefina Kristić moved to Phoenix from Rochester, 
New York in January, 1998.  Before that, she spent 
most of her life between Pennsylvania, Western 
New York, New Jersey and Dallas, Texas (her 
family moved a lot when she was growing up!).   
 
Josefina is a litigation paralegal specializing in land 
valuation issues and trial preparation for 
condemnation/eminent domain cases at a large 
Phoenix law firm.  She graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Political Science from Arizona State 
University and is a member of the Arizona Paralegal 
Association.  Although she loves being a paralegal, 
she hopes fulfill her dream of becoming an attorney 
and has applied for admission to the Sandra Day 
O’Connor School of Law at Arizona State 
University. 
 
Although Josefina was not raised in the Orthodox 
faith, her father’s family is from Eastern Europe and 
they have a mixed religious Eastern Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic heritage.  Even at a very young age, 
Josefina was always interested in religion and had a 
strong belief in God, but she was not officially a 
member of any church and she had a deep longing 
for the fellowship of a church family with whom she 
could worship.   
 
In the early 1990s, Josefina began a search for a 
church which espoused beliefs that were in line with 
scripture and in which she would feel at home.  This 
long-time search eventually led her to the church of 
her heritage, the Orthodox faith.  She researched the 
history and the beliefs of the Orthodox faith, and 
spent a considerable amount of time reading, 
studying and praying.  She attended Divine Liturgy 
from time to time at various Orthodox Churches 
over a period of years.  However, many of the 
churches she attended were not churches in which 
English was one of the primary languages spoken at 
Divine Liturgy.  Even through she deeply felt that 
the Orthodox Church was “the right place” for her, 

she could not understand and follow along with the 
words being spoken.  She was so happy when she 
first attended the evening services for Theophany at 
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church in 2005 
because she understood the language and finally 
could follow along with everything that was 
happening.  She has been attending St. George on a 
fairly regular basis since mid-2006.  Josefina also 
served as a volunteer for the 2007 Annual Food 
Festival at St. George’s, and some of you may 
recognize her from Tuesday night Adult Bible 
Study. 
 
In Josefina’s spare time, she is heavily involved in 
dance and has performed and taught salsa, 
mambo, bachata, cha cha and merengue with the 
Salvaje! Dance Company.  She currently performs 
“world fusion dance” with Bedouin Tribe and 
Troupe Zareen at various venues and cultural 
festivals around the valley.  She has performed at 
the L.A. World Salsa Congress, and taught at the 
Sizzlin’ Salsa Event in Laughlin, Nevada.  Aside 
from being a dance enthusiast, she also enjoys 
reading, jewelry-making, and spending time with 
her friends, her parents and her pets.  Josefina is 
interested in church history, iconography and 
chanting, and is excited about learning more 
about all of those subjects. 
 
Josefina is looking 
forward to serving 
as a volunteer at 
the 2008 Food 
Festival and in 
getting involved 
in other activities 
that will serve the 
Lord and bring 
her closer to her 
n e w  c h u r c h 
family.   



Live from the Classroom 
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This year our first and second grade classes 
are Learning about what the church believes. 
Some of the subject areas the children are 
learning include:  
 
How God wants us to care for and love one 
another;  what the Holy Sacraments of the 
church are; what behavior is expected of us 
as Orthodox Christians;  The different feast 
days; and what the definition of Love is 
according to the Orthodox Church. We are 
continually amazed by this year's group of 

children. They have taught us more about 
love, humility, selflessness, and devotion to 
their faith than we could have imagined. We 
are truly blessed to be able to teach and be 
around your children.  
 
Dina Stokich, Abby Sayegh 
 

House Blessing 2008 
 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
Address____________________________________________City___________________Zip__________ 
 
Phone________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete below and Fr. Chris will call you to make an appointment 
The most convenient Day and Time:  

 

Please Check one or more   
 

Tues.   �     Wed.   �         Thurs.   �      Fri.    �  
 

Morning (9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon) � Afternoon (1:00 p.m.–5:00 pm) � 
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January 2008 Calendar 

 
SUNDAY 

 
MONDAY 

 
TUESDAY 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
THURSDAY 

 
FRIDAY 

 
SATURDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1  
New Year’s Day 

2 3 
 
NO Ladies 
Morning Mtg 

4 
SOYO WINTER 
CAMP AT ST. 
NICHOLAS 
Thru the 6th > 

5  
 
Great Vespers 
5pm 

6 Epiphany 
Orthros 8:50am 
Divine Liturgy  
10am 
Great Blessing 
of Water 
Hospitalers 

7 8 
PATHWAYS  
6:30pm  
 
Adult Bible Study 
6:30pm 
 

9 
Teen Bible 
Study 6:30pm 
 
Introduction to 
Orthodoxy 
6:30pm 

10 
Parish Council 
Mtg 6:30pm 

11 
 
 

12  
 
Great Vespers 
5pm 
 
 
  

13 
Orthros 8:50am 
Div Lit 10am 
Sun Schl 11am 
 
 

14 15 
PATHWAYS  
6:30pm  
 
Adult Bible Study 
6:30pm 

16 
Teen Bible 
Study 6:30pm 
 
Introduction to 
Orthodoxy 
6:30pm 

17 
MOM’s Group 
10am 
 

Ladies Evening 
Mtg 7pm 
 
Book Club 
6:30pm 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
NO  Vespers  
 
SOYO Mtg after 
Vespers 
 

20 
Orthros 8:50am 
Divine Lit. 10am 
Sun School 
11am 
Hospitalers 

21 22 
 

PATHWAYS  
6:30pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
6:30pm 

23 
Teen Bible 
Study 6:30pm 
 
Introduction to 
Orthodoxy 
6:30pm 
 

24 25 26 
Great Vespers 
5pm 
 
 

27 
Orthros 8:50am 
Divine Lit. 10am 
Sun School 
11am 
ANNUAL 
PARISH MTG 
FOLLOWING 
LITURGY 
 

28 29 30 31   



Office: (602) 953-1921 Fax: (602) 953-2460 
 
E-mail: abouna@stgeorgeaz.org 
 
Office Hours 9:00 am – 5:00 pm Tuesday – Friday 
 
The Rev. Fr. Christopher Salamy (602) 765-6069 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Just a reminder ... Confessions are heard on Saturday evenings before Great Vespers, or anytime, by making 
an appointment with Fr. Christopher. 
 
 
Parishioners are encouraged to submit articles for consideration. 
 
Please note the deadline for submitting articles for approval is the 10th of the month before the actual issue 
date. 

Saturday  Great Vespers 5:00  pm 

Sun. Matins  8:50 am 

Sun. Divine Liturgy  10:00 am 

Sunday School  After Communion 

Evening Feast Days  6:30 pm 

Church Services  
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